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Report on Activities
FOR PERIOD JULY 2006–JULY 2008

BY DR. DAVID B. LANDON, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR

Overview of the Center

	 The Andrew Fiske Memorial Center for Archaeological Research was established in 1999 through 
an endowment from Mrs. Andrew Fiske, as a living memorial to her late husband Andrew and his interest 
in archaeological research. The Fiske Center supports a wide range of interdisciplinary archaeological 
research, applied public archaeology projects, and educational programs for undergraduate and graduate 
students. In general, the Fiske Center has a temporal focus on the archaeology of the last thousand years 
and a geographic emphasis on the archaeology of the Americas and the Atlantic World. The Center’s 
research has a theoretical focus on issues of colonization, urbanization, and industrialization, all key 
social and historical processes that have shaped the modern world. These issues are investigated through 
careful archaeological fieldwork and detailed laboratory analyses. The Center has technical expertise and 
a practical emphasis on archaeological fieldwork and site sampling, material analysis and conservation, 
remote sensing, Geographic Information Systems (GIS) applications, paleoethnobotany, palynology, and 
zooarchaeology. This theoretical focus and methodological expertise, in combination with an experienced 
and accomplished staff, makes the Fiske Center a national leader in historical and environmental archaeology 
research.
	 As part of a public university, the Fiske Center also has a strong commitment to local and regional 
archaeology. The Fiske Center undertakes selected public-oriented projects that promote the cultural 
heritage of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and the broader New England Region. In collaboration 
with the Massachusetts State Archives, the Commonwealth Museum, the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
and the Office of the State Archaeologist, the Center assists with the curation and conservation of 
significant archaeological collections unearthed in Massachusetts. The Center also carries out public 
service archaeology projects that are collaborative efforts with local governments, local historical societies, 
tribal nations, or other preservation organizations. These projects bring our staff ’s expertise to bear on 
the preservation, interpretation, and management of significant sites and artifact collections. While many 
of these projects are funded by external organizations, our main focus is on projects that make genuine 
contributions to UMass Boston’s public service and educational missions.
	 Finally, the Center serves an important educational role at UMass Boston by creating educational 
opportunities for students, especially graduate students in the Historical Archaeology M.A. program. 
Center staff members teach courses, supervise independent study classes, and direct undergraduate Honors 
and graduate Master’s theses. Students also have many opportunities to engage in Center research projects, 
frequently in funded positions as Graduate Research Assistants (GRAs). Through these opportunities 
students learn about the process of archaeological research through participation in on-going projects, 
and gain valuable experience with applied projects in public settings. The Center also directly supports 
graduate student research through small grants for professional development.

Center Staff

	 The Center’s staff underwent a period of growth over the last two years, with the addition of three 
new people. Stephen Mrozowski, Professor of Anthropology, continues to serve as the Center Director. 
David Landon is the Center’s Associate Director. John Steinberg and Heather Trigg are both Research 
Scientists, and direct the digital archaeology and paleoethnobotany labs, respectively. Dennis Piechota 
has a half-time appointment as the Center’s Archaeological Conservator. Leith Smith continues to work 
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with the Center as a half-time Project Archaeologist, supported on external funds. Melody Henkel, the 
Anthropology Department’s Laboratory Supervisor, supports many of the logistical aspects of Center 
projects.
	 Exciting new additions in the in the last two years have expanded the Center’s staff, adding 
additional expertise and depth. Dr. Virginia Popper has joined the Center as a Research Associate, bringing 
her paleoethnobotanical research laboratory here from UCLA’s Cotsen Institute for Archaeology. Susan 
Jacobucci, a graduate of UMass Boston’s M.A. program, has been working as a Pollen Laboratory Technician, 
undertaking analytical projects and assisting with the development of a pollen-imaging database. Finally, 
our most recent addition is Dr. Christa Beranek, who joined the Center on a three-year appointment 
supported by the Vice Provost for Research. Beranek’s doctoral research at Boston University focused on 
18th-century rural elites in Massachusetts. At UMass Boston she is working as a Project Archaeologist to 
help support and further develop our regional archaeology program.

Research and Scholarly Activities

Sylvester Manor Volume 
	 One of our signature accomplishments of the last two years was 
the publication of an edited volume on the Sylvester Manor archaeology 
project (right). The Sylvester Manor project is one of the Center’s longest-
running research projects, engaging all of the staff and several cohorts of 
graduate and undergraduate students in a wide-ranging series of field and 
laboratory analyses. Preliminary results of these studies were compiled 
together in an edited volume of papers and published as a special issue 
of the annual journal Northeast Historical Archaeology. This was truly a 
collaborative effort, and included papers from all of the Center’s staff as 
well as many former students who had worked on the project. One of these 
students, Katherine Howlett Hayes, worked with Mrozowski on editing 
the papers, and used her research on Sylvester Manor as the basis for her 
successful doctoral dissertation at the University of California Berkeley. 

Skagafjörður Archaeological Settlement Survey
	 A three-year grant from the National Science Foundation helped 
establish Dr. Steinberg’s Iceland research program at UMass Boston. 
The Skagafjörður Archaeological Settlement Survey (SASS) seeks to 
identify, catalog, and assess the Viking Age and Medieval structures 
of a Northern Icelandic fjord valley to understand the changes in the 
settlement pattern from the Viking Age through Early Danish Rule (ad 
874-1800). Over this period, Iceland was transformed from a system 
of chiefdoms to a manorial organization incorporated into the larger 
Norwegian State. The archaeological data (left) gathered by the SASS 
project will allow scholars to better understand the advantages of being 
the first to settle a landscape, the importance of farm economic potential 
for political success, and the changes in land use and labor during the 
fall of the chiefly and manorial systems.

Archaeobiology and Environmental Archaeology Projects
	 Center researchers continue to work on a variety of specialized studies of plant and animal remains 
from archaeological sites. For the past several years we have been engaged in a collaborative project with 
the Mashantucket Pequot Museum to study archaeobotanical materials recovered from the Museum’s 
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excavations on the Pequot reservation in Connecticut. A similar project is 
ongoing with collaborators from Salve Regina to study archaeobiological 
samples from urban archaeological sites in Newport, Rhode Island. 
Several of our graduate students have completed theses on these projects 
and several more are underway. Heather Trigg and Susan Jacobucci have 
also been working on a major initiative to develop an image database 
of pollen from economically important plants (left). While many pollen 
identification tools have been developed for natural flora, less attention 
has been given to crop, weed, and ornamental plants used intensively by 
people. The goal is to develop this pollen database into a comprehensive, 
searchable tool for use by other researchers studying recent pollen spectra 
with strong signatures of human induced vegetation change. 

Journal of Ethnobiology 
	 Drs. Virginia Popper and Heather Trigg are beginning a term as the co-editors of the 
Journal of Ethnobiology. This professional journal includes two issues per year and is sponsored 
by the Society for Ethnobiology. Topical coverage includes a wide range of interdisciplinary studies of the 
relationships of plants and animals with human cultures worldwide, including past and present relationships 
between peoples and the environment. Having the editorship of this journal at UMass Boston will enhance 
the professional and academic visibility of the Center and its programs. 

Parker-Borrego Site, New Mexico
	 Research continues on the Parker-Borrego Site, a 19th-century Hispanic 
ranch in New Mexico. During this period, governmental control of New Mexico 
moved first from the Spanish empire to the Mexican state and finally to the 
United States when the region became a territory. With change to American 
governmental control, English-speaking governors came to dominate the once 
politically and socially powerful Spanish New Mexicans. This research project 

examines how political shifts and expanded trade opportunities affected Spanish New Mexican household 
economies. While locally made and Mexican pottery (left) is present in the oldest layers of the sites, more 
recent deposits suggest Anglo-American imported goods replaced Mexican status goods.

Major Reports on Weir Farm, African Meeting House, and State Collections
	 Three major sponsored projects were finished in the last two 
years, with significant effort going to completion reports. Leith Smith 
lead a major study for the National Park Service, preparing an overview 
and assessment report on archaeological resources in the Weir Farm 
National Historic Site, Wilton, Connecticut. Dennis Piechota directed 
the study of archaeological collections in the Commonwealth that 
had been excavated for the State Department of Transportation. 
This resulted in a series of reports for the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission and the DOT documenting collections conditions and 
making recommendations for collections storage and preservation. 
Finally, David Landon edited a major report (right) on the archaeological 
excavations at the African Meeting House on Beacon Hill. In addition to 
working on scholarly publications from this project, Landon is currently 
working with the Museum of African American History to produce a 
public version of the archaeological report suitable for distribution to 
teachers, school groups, and visitors to the Meeting House. 
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Public Archaeology and Public Outreach

	 The Fiske Center has a strong commitment to public archaeology in Massachusetts. Center staff 
and UMass Boston students work collaboratively with local governments, tribal nations, museums, and 
preservation organizations on the identification, interpretation, and management of sites important to the 
cultural and historical heritage of the Commonwealth. 

Hassanamesit Woods, Grafton, Massachusetts
	 One of our most visible public projects is the on-going archaeological investigation of Hassanamesit 
Woods in Grafton, Massachusetts. This is a collaborative project involving in the Town of Grafton, The 
Fiske Center and the Nipmuc Tribal Nation. The focus of the project 
is a 200-acre parcel purchased by the Town of Grafton that includes 
land that was once part of the 17th-century Native community of 
Hassanamesit. For the last several years we have run a summer 
archaeological fieldschool at the site, training students in field methods 
on an important local project. Recent excavations have focused on the 
18th- and early-19th-century farmstead of Sarah Boston. Two M.A. 
theses have been completed on the project, exploring Sarah Boston’s 
material life and efforts to secure her place in the face of social discrimination. The Town of Grafton and 
the Nipmuc Tribal Nation will use results of our analysis and of subsequent investigations to develop 
interpretive and educational materials for the public.

Barrett Farm, Concord, Massachusetts
	 The Center is working with Save Our Heritage, a preservation organization in Concord, MA, on 
a multi-faceted restoration project at the Barrett Farm. Colonel James Barrett was the commander of the 
Concord area militia on the eve of the American Revolution, and Barrett’s farm became the focus of the 

British military in mid-April, 1775. A column of soldiers left Boston 
on April 18th, determined to seize arms and munitions stockpiled in 
various places in Concord, including the Barrett Farm. The British 
failed to locate Colonel Barrett or the weapons. Along the way, the 
soldiers became involved in the battles of Lexington and Concord, 
the opening skirmishes of the American Revolution. Barrett Farm is 
now the focus of a major restoration, which includes remote sensing 
(left) and archaeological excavations. The results of the archaeological 
investigation will help to interpret the historical development of the 
house lot and contribute to the restoration.

Gore Place, Waltham, Massachusetts
	 Archaeological investigations at Gore Place, the late-18th and 
early-19th-century mansion and estate of Massachusetts Governor and 
U.S. Senator Christopher Gore and his wife Rebecca, are exploring Gore’s 
landscaping activities and identifying the locations of outbuildings and 
features such as the original carriage drive, the 1793 carriage house 
foundation, cisterns, the greenhouse, vegetable garden, flower garden, 
and the grapery. Excavations of the carriage house area in the fall of 
2008 will investigate the layout of this service space and the possibility that the carriage house served as 
residential space for estate servants. The Gore Place Society has been conducting architectural and archival 
research about the site landscape, and these data will combine with the archaeological results as the Society 
attempts to restore the grounds to their Gore-period appearance. 
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Higginbotham House, Nantucket, Massachusetts
	 The Fiske Center is working in collaboration with the Museum 
of African American History to study the Seneca Boston-Florence 
Higginbotham House on Nantucket. This house was originally built just 
prior to the American Revolution by Seneca Boston, a former slave. One 
of his sons, Absalom Boston, became a famous Nantucket sea captain 
and merchant. After the Boston family, a series of African Americans 
owned the house until it was purchased by the Museum. Archaeological 
excavation at the site in the summer of 2008 will help to discover more 
about the history of the land and the families who lived there, and provide 
guidance for the Museum’s planned restoration and interpretation of the 
property. This project was run with a strong public archaeology component, 
including a public kick-off lecture, public site tours, and student visits to 
the site. In cooperation with the Museum’s education director we had public programs for school children, 
with the entire 2nd grade of Nantucket touring the site and engaging in archaeology activities. 

Teaching and Student Support

	 The Fiske Center is closely integrated into the educational mission of UMass Boston, especially 
the Historical Archaeology graduate program in the Anthropology Department. Over the last two years 
Center staff supervised independent studies for undergraduate and graduate students, served on graduate 
committees and directed M.A. theses, participated in the Historical Archaeology graduate program 
committee, and oversaw the work of many GRAs. In Spring 2007, Landon taught a graduate course in 
Zooarchaeology through the MIT Center for Materials Research in Archaeology and Ethnography (CMRAE) 
program. CMRAE courses are open to students from UMass Boston and seven other Universities in a 
regional consortium. In Fall 2007, Trigg and Steinberg team-taught, ANTH 645: Topics in Environmental 
Archaeology. Center projects are also an important source of funding for students, with over $165,000 in 
graduate and undergraduate research assistantship support provided in the last two years. 

Professional Development Grants for Graduate Students
	 The Fiske Center has an annual competition to award small professional development grants to 
graduate students in the Historical Archaeology program. These grants, ranging from $300 to $350, have 
helped students fund their thesis research. A list of student grants for the last two years is included below.

Styger, Michelle. Archival research at the Newport Historical Society, Newport, RI.
Wilkins, Andrew. Laboratory supplies for soil chemistry analysis of samples from the Stratford Hall 
slave quarters. 
Bowes, Jessica. Archival research in Richmond, VA and at Poplar Forest, Lynchburg, VA. 
Johnson, Kate. Archaeological survey and test excavations in Little Compton, RI. 

Publications, Reports and Presentations

Books, Monographs, and Edited Volumes
2007	 Hayes, K. H., S. Mrozowski, editors. The Archaeology of Sylvester Manor, Special Issue Northeast Historical 

Archaeology, Volume 36. 
2006	 Landon, D. editor. Northeast Historical Archaeology Volume 35.

Articles
n.d.	 Cipolla, C., S. Silliman, and D. Landon. ‘Making Do’: Nineteenth-Century Subsistence Practices on the 

Eastern Pequot Reservation. Northeastern Anthropology. (in review). 

•
•

•
•
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n.d.	 Mrozowski, S., M. Franklin, and L. Hunt. Archaeobotanical Analysis and Interpretations of Enslaved 
Virginian Plant Use at Rich Neck Plantation. American Antiquity (forthcoming). 

n.d.	 Mrozowski, S. Creole Materialities: Archaeological Explorations of Hybridized Realities on a North American 
Plantation. Historical Sociology (forthcoming). 

n.d.	 Trigg, H., D. Bolender, K. Johnson, M. Patalano, and J. Steinberg. “Note on Barley Found in Dung in the 
Lowest Levels of the Farm Mound Midden at Reynistadur, Skagafjordur Iceland.” Archaeologia Islandica. 
(forthcoming).

n.d.	 Trigg, H. and D. Landon. Labor and Agricultural Production at Sylvester Manor Plantation, Shelter Island, 
New York. Historical Archaeology. (in review). 

2008	 Mrozowski, S. Epilogue: An Historical Anthropology of Nineteenth Century American Cities. Historical 
Archaeology 42(1): 133-137. 

2007	 Mrozowski, S., K, H. Hayes and A. Hancock. The Archaeology of Sylvester Manor. In The Archaeology of 
Sylvester Manor, Special Issue Northeast Historical Archaeology 36: 1-16.

2007	 Trigg, H. and A. Leasure. “Cider, Wheat and Maize: Paleoethnobotany at Sylvester Manor.” In The Archaeology 
of Sylvester Manor, Special Issue Northeast Historical Archaeology 36:113-126.

2007	 Piechota, D. The Laboratory Excavation of a Soil Block from Sylvester Manor. In The Archaeology of Sylvester 
Manor, Special Issue Northeast Historical Archaeology 36: 83-99.

2007	 Sportman, S., C. Cipolla, and D. Landon. Zooarchaeological Evidence for Animal Husbandry and Foodways 
at Sylvester Manor. In The Archaeology of Sylvester Manor, Special Issue Northeast Historical Archaeology 36: 
127-142.

2007	 Mrozowski, S., K. H. Hayes, H. Trigg, J. Gary, D. Landon and D. Piechota. Conclusion: Meditations on 
the Archaeology of a Northern Plantation. In The Archaeology of Sylvester Manor, Special Issue Northeast 
Historical Archaeology 36:143-156. 

Book Sections and Proceedings
n.d.	 Popper, V. and R. Lesure. “Chapter 8: Macrobotancial Remains From El Varal, with a Comparison to Inland 

Sites.” In Settlement and Subsistence in Early Formative Soconusco: El Varal and the Problem of Inter-Site 
Assemblage Variation, ed. by Richard G. Lesure. (in preparation).

n.d.	 Goodman, D., S Piro, Y Nishimura, K Schneider, N Higashi, J M Steinberg and B N Damiata. GPR 
Archaeometry. In Ground Penetrating Radar Theory and Applications, ed. by Henry Jol, pp. 479-508. New 
York: Elsevier. (forthcoming).

n.d.	 Landon, D. Zooarchaeology and Historical Archaeology. In International Handbook of Historical Archaeology, 
ed. by T. Majewski and D. Gaimster. Springer, New York. (forthcoming)

n.d.	 Mrozowski, S. Pulling the Threads Together: Issues of Theory and Practice in an Archaeology of the Modern 
World. In Crossing Paths or Sharing Tracks? Future Directions for the Archaeological Study of Post-1550 Britain 
and Ireland, ed. by A Horning and M Palmer. Society for Post-Medieval Archaeology Monograph Series 
Volume 5. Boydell and Brewer, Woodbridge. (forthcoming).

n.d.	 Mrozowski, S. New England’s Christian Native Communities after King Phillips War: Natick, Punkapoag, 
Okommakamesit, Magunkaquog, and Hassanamesit. In Archaeology in American: An Encyclopedia, ed. by 
Francis P. McManomon, Greenwood (forthcoming).

n.d.	 Mrozowski, S. Sylvester Manor and the Archaeology of Northern Plantations. In Archaeology in American: 
An Encyclopedia, ed. by Francis P. McManomon, Greenwood (forthcoming).

n.d.	 Mrozowski, S. Historic Period Sites in the Urban Northeast. In Archaeology in American: An Encyclopedia, 
ed. by Francis P. McManomon, Greenwood (forthcoming).

n.d.	 Mrozowski, S. Northern New England, Lowell, Massachusetts, Archaeology in American: An Encyclopedia, 
ed. by Francis P. McManomon, Greenwood (forthcoming).

2008	 Bolender, D., J. Steinberg, and E. P. Durrenberger. Unsettled landscapes: Settlement patterns and the 
development of social inequality in northern Iceland. In Economies and the transformation of landscape, ed. 
by Lisa Cliggett & Christopher A Pool, pp. 217-238. Society for Economic Anthropology Monograph #25. 
Altamira Press, Walnut Creek, CA.

2008	 Landon, D. Seasonal Slaughter Cycles and Urban Food Supply in the Colonial Chesapeake. In Case Studies 
in Environmental Archaeology, 2nd edition, ed. by E. J. Reitz, C. M. Scarry, and S. J. Scudder, pp. 375-390. 
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Springer, New York. 
2008	 Piechota, D. and C. Giangrande. “Conservation of Archaeological Finds from Deep-Water Wrecksites.” In 

Archaeological Oceanography, ed. by Robert Ballard. Princeton University Press, Princeton.
2007	 Goodman, D., J M Steinberg, B N Damiata, Y Nishimura, S Piro and K Schneider. Imaging of Archaeological 

Sites. In Reconstructing Human-Landscape Interactions, Dig 2005 Conference, Developing International 
Geoarchaeology, ed. by L Wilson, P Dickinson & J Jeandron, pp. 202-217. Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 
Saint John.

2006	 Goodman, D., J. Steinberg, B. Damiata, Y. Nishimura, K. Schneider, H. Hiromichi and N. Higashi. GPR 
overlay analysis for archaeological prospection. In Proceedings of the 11th International Conference on 
Ground Penetrating Radar, ed. by J. J Daniels. Columbus, OH.

Reports
2008	 Beranek, C. M. with contributions by T. P. Mailhot. Site Examination of the Col. James Barrett Farm Property, 

Concord, Massachusetts. Andrew Fiske Memorial Center for Archaeological Research Cultural Resource 
Management Study No. 26. 141pp. 

2008	 Jacobucci, S. A. “An Analysis of Pollen from Fort Vancouver, Washington,” Cultural Resources Management 
Study No. 25.  Report submitted to Vancouver National Historic Reserve, Vancouver, WA. 56pp.

2008	 Jacobucci, S. A. “A Preliminary Low-Power Use-wear Analysis on an Assemblage of Stone Artifacts Recovered 
from the Middleborough Little League Site.”  Report submitted to Bridgewater State College, Bridgewater, 
MA. 60pp.

2008	 Jacobucci, S. A., and T. Largy. “Charred Organics from the Middleborough Little League Site (19-PL-520), 
Middleborough, Massachusetts.” Report submitted to Bridgewater State College, Bridgewater, MA. 20pp.

2008	 Jacobucci, S. A. “A Pollen Analysis of Soil Samples Collected from the Middleborough Little League Site (19-
PL-520), Middleborough, Massachusetts.” Report submitted to Bridgewater State College, Bridgewater, MA. 
17pp.

2008	 Popper, V. Macrobotanical Analysis of Soil Samples from Site CA-VEN-1797, Ventura County, California. 
Report prepared for Compass Rose Archaeological, Inc. 8pp.

2008	 Popper, V. Analysis of Macrobotanical Remains from the Dobron Project (CA-RIV-5211/H), La Quinta, 
Riverside County, California. Report prepared for Applied Earthworks, Inc. 19pp.

2008	 Piechota, D. “A Final Report on the Assessment of Transportation-Related Collections stored by Archaeological 
Services at UMass Amherst”, submitted in partial fulfillment of a grant from the Massachusetts Highway 
Department made under the Intermodal Surface Transport Efficiency Act (ISTEA).

2008	 Piechota, D. “A Final Report on the Assessment of Transportation-Related Collections Stored by the 
Massachusetts Historical Commission”, submitted in partial fulfillment of a grant from the Massachusetts 
Highway Department made under the Intermodal Surface Transport Efficiency Act  (ISTEA).

2008	 Piechota, D. “A Final Report on the Assessment of Transportation-Related Collections Curated by the 
Boston Landmarks Commission”, submitted in partial fulfillment of a grant from the Massachusetts Highway 
Department made under the Intermodal Surface Transport Efficiency Act  (ISTEA).

2008	 Smith, J. N. L., J. Steinberg, S. Tice, and A. Wilkins. Archaeological Overview and Assessment of the Weir 
Farm National Historic Site, Wilton Connecticut. Prepared for the National Park Service. Fiske Center for 
Archaeological Research Cultural Resources Management Study No. 21. 450pp.

2007	 Buxton, B. R. Ballard, M. Brennan, D. Coleman, K. Croff, D. Davis, A. Catsamis, D. Piechota, S. Voronov, et. 
al. “Aegean and Black Sea Project 2007 NRV Alliance Cruise Report.” Institute for Exploration & Institute 
for Archaeological Oceanography.

2007	 Gallagher, D., Jacobucci, S. A., and Trigg, H. “The Archaeoparsitology of the 44 Joy Street Privy.” In 
Investigating the Heart of a Community:  Archaeological Investigations at the African Meeting House, 
Boston, Massachusetts, ed by D. B. Landon, pp. 147-156. Andrew Fiske Memorial Center for Archaeo-
logical Research, Culture Resource Management Study No. 22. 

2007	 Jacobucci, S. A. “A Pollen Analysis of Selected Contexts Associated with the African Meeting House.” 
In Investigating the Heart of a Community:  Archaeological Investigations at the African Meeting House, 
Boston, Massachusetts, ed. by D. B. Landon, pp. 129-146. Andrew Fiske Memorial Center for Archaeo-
logical Research Culture Resource Management Study No. 22. 
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2007	 Jacobucci, S. A. “Archaeoparasitology: An Analysis of Two Privy Contexts from the Manalapan Village 
House Site (28-Mo-349).” Report submitted to Richard Grubb & Associates, Inc., Cranbury, NJ. 7pp.

2007	 Jacobucci, S. A. “A Preliminary Analysis of Use-wear:  Low-power Use-wear Analysis on Stone Artifacts 
Recovered During the 2006 Field Season from the Middleborough Little League Site,” Appendix B, pp. 
112-132. In Middleborough Little League site, Middleborough, Massachusetts, 2006 Annual Report and 
Permit Renewal Request, by C. Hoffman. Bridgewater State College, Bridgewater, MA. 21pp.  

2007	 Landon, D., editor. Investigating the Heart of a Community: Archaeological Excavations at the African 
Meeting House, Boston, Massachusetts. Andrew Fiske Memorial Center for Archaeological Research, 
Cultural Resource Management Study No. 22. 192pp.

2007	 Mrozowski, S. A., H. Law and G. Pezzarossi. Interim Report on the Archaeology of Hassanamesit Woods: 
The Sarah Boston Site. Andrew Fiske Memorial Center for Archaeological Research, Cultural Resource 
Management Study No. 24. Report Submitted to the Hassanamesit Woods Management Committee, Grafton, 
Massachusetts. 

2007	 Popper, V. Macrobotanical Analysis of Soil Samples and Plant Specimens from the Santa Barbara I 
Manufactured Gas Plant Site, CA-SBA-3505H, Santa Barbara County, California. Report prepared for 
Applied Earthworks, Inc. 20pp.

2007	 Smith, J. N. L. Final Report on the Archaeological Site Examination of the Robert Murray Farmhouse 
Complex on the Gore Place Society Property, Waltham and Watertown, Massachusetts.  Prepared for the 
Gore Place Society. Fiske Center for Archaeological Research Cultural Resources Management Study No. 20. 
79pp.

2007	 Smith, J. N. L. Final Report on the Archaeological Intensive Survey of the Long Island Section of the Spectacle 
Island-Boston Harbor-Long Island Sewer Line (Contract C21AC), Central Artery/Third Harbor Tunnel 
Project, Boston Harbor Islands, Massachusetts. Prepared for the Central Artery/Tunnel Project. Fiske Center 
for Archaeological Research Cultural Resources Management Study No. 19. 56 pp.

2007	 Trigg, H, J Pickrell, and H Williams. A Brief Summary of Findings from the 2006 Excavations at the Parker 
Borrego Site. Submitted to Noah Parker, 10pp.

2007	 Trigg, H. An Examination of Botanical Materials from Mashantucket Pequot Site 72-58. Report submitted 
to the Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Nation Museum and Research Center.

2006	 Jacobucci, S. and H. Trigg. An Analysis of Macrobotanical and Pollen Remains from Several Contexts 
Associated with the Manchester Boarding House.  Report submitted to Independent Archaeological 
Consulting.

2006	 Jacobucci, S. A. “An Analysis of Macrobotanical and Pollen Remains from Several Contexts Associated 
with the Manchester Boarding House.” Report submitted to Independent Archaeological Consulting. 
Portsmouth, NH. 12pp. 

2006	 Smith, J. N. L., and A. Gontz. Final Report on the Archaeological Intensive Survey for the Thompson 
Island Salt Marsh Restoration Project, Boston Harbor Islands, Massachusetts.  Prepared for Thompson 
Island Outward Bound Education Center. Fiske Center for Archaeological Research Cultural Resources 
Management Study No. 18. 33pp.

Conference Presentations
2008	 Brennan, M., B. Buxton, D. Piechota, S. Voronov, “Geoarchaeology and Environmental Monitoring of Two 

Byzantine Shipwrecks in the Black Sea.” Paper to be presented at Geological Society of America Annual 
Meeting, Houston, TX.

2008	 Gallagher, D. and S. A. Jacobucci, “Parasite Eggs and Pollen Grains:  Environmental Analysis of Archaeological 
Sites.”  Poster presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, 
Boston, MA.

2008	 Jacobucci, S. A. “A Micro/Macro Analysis of the Middleborough Little League Site.”  Paper presented at 
The Spring Meeting of the Archaeological Society of Connecticut and the Massachusetts Archaeological 
Society.

2008	 Jacobucci, S. A. “The Efficacy and Efficiency of Archaeoparasitology Methodologies.”  Poster presented at 
the Annual Meeting of the Society for American Archaeologists, Vancouver, BC..

2008	 Landon, D., H. Trigg, and S. Jacobucci. “Diet, Health, and Urban Backlot Ecology at the African Meeting 
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House, Boston, MA.”  Paper presented at the Annual Conference on Historical and Underwater Archaeology, 
Albuquerque, NM.

2008	 Mrozowski, S. A. “An Archaeology of Dignity and the Art of Cultural Mimicry.” Distinguished Invited 
Lecture at Syracuse University.

2008	 Mrozowski, S. “Pulling the Threads Together: Exploring the Fabric of the Modern World” Invited Lecture at 
Leicester University, UK.

2008	 Mrozowski, S., R. Gould, H. Law, and G. Pezzarossi. “An Archaeology of Integrity: The Hassanamesit Woods 
Collaborative Research and Land Management.” Paper presented at the Sixth World Archaeological Congress 
Dublin, Ireland.

2008	 Trigg, H. and S. Jacobucci. “Urbanization and Human Parasites:  Implications for Health in Urban 
Communities.”  Poster presented at the Annual Meeting of the Society for American Archaeology, Vancouver, 
BC.

2008	 Trigg, H. and J. Pickrell. “Changing Empires, Maintaining Identities: An Examination of 19th Century 
Spanish New Mexican Household Consumption.”  Paper presented at the Annual Conference on Historical 
and Underwater Archaeology, Albuquerque, NM.

2007	 Buxton, B. R. Ballard, M. Brennan, D. Coleman, K. Croff, D. Davis, A. Catsamis, D. Piechota, S. Voronov, 
“Byzantium Beneath the Black Sea.” Poster presented at the 2007 AIA Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL.

2007	 Jacobucci, S. A., “Changes and Continuities in the Landscape:  Analysis of Pollen and Charcoal from the 
Eastern Pequot Tribal Nation Reservation.”   Paper presented at the Spring Meeting of the Archaeological 
Society of Connecticut and the Massachusetts Archaeological Society.

2007	 Jacobucci, S. A. “Constant Changes:  A Study of Anthropogenic Vegetation Using Pollen and Charcoal on 
the Eastern Pequot Tribal Nation Reservation.” Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Eastern States 
Archaeological Federation. 

2007	 Trigg, H., K. McBride, and M. Smith. “Botanical Indications of the Impact of the Reservation System on 
the Mashantucket Pequot.” Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Society of Ethnobiology, Berkeley, 
CA.

2006	 Jacobucci, S. A., “Constant Changes:  A Study of Anthropogenic Vegetation Using Pollen and Charcoal on 
the Eastern Pequot Tribal Nation Reservation.”  Paper presented at the Monthly Meeting of the Central 
Massachusetts Chapter of the Massachusetts Archaeological Society.

2006	 Law, H. S. Mrozowski and G. Pezzarossi. “Eighteenth Century Hassanamesit Nipmuc Identity in a Maelstrom 
of Change.” Paper Presented at the Annual Meetings of Society for Ethnohistory, Williamsburg, Virginia.

Successful Proposals

2008	 Beranek, C. Proposal for a Collections Inventory of the Archaeological Artifacts from the Hancock-Clarke 
House, Lexington, MA. Lexington Historical Society. Funding: $3707.

2008	 Landon, D. and T. Dujnic, Higginbotham House Archaeological Site Examination. Museum of African 
American History. Funding $21,981.

2008	 Landon, D., Creation of a Public Archaeology Booklet for the Museum of African American History. 
University of Massachusetts Public Service Grant Program. Funding $5,000.

2008	 Smith, J. N. L. and D. Landon, Proposal for Archaeological Site Examination of the Field East of the Grapery/
Greenhouse, Drive Circle, Straight Walk, and South Lawn, and Data Recovery of the New Carriage House 
Site at Gore Place, Waltham, Massachusetts. Gore Place Society. Funding $87,928.

2008	 Stevenson, R., A. Eisenkraft, R. Morris, H. Trigg. The Role of Mobile Devices for Contextual Learning: Plant 
Biodiversity as a Model. University of Massachusetts. Funding: $21,725. 

2007	 Landon, D., Barrett Farm Archaeological Site Examination. Save Our Heritage. Funding: $24,970.
2007	 Steinberg, J. M., D. J. Bolender, B. N. Damiata, and E. P. Durrenberger. Chiefdom to Manor: Excavations at 

large and small Viking Age farmsteads in Skagafjörður, Iceland. National Science Foundation Archaeology 
Program. Funding: $101,718 from Archaeology Program, $101,718 from Polar Logistics in 2007.

2007	 Trigg, H. Paleoethnobotany at Poplar Forest.  Thomas Jefferson’s Poplar Forest.  Funding: $9,625. 



Fiske Center Report on Activities, p. 10

Grant Expenditure Summary

		  	 Student
Project and Source of Funds	 Total	 Overhead	 Support

Pequot Paleoethnobotany, Mashantucket Tribal Nation	 $28,584		  $21,278
Gore Place Site Examiniation, Gore Place Society	 $5,844	 $1,350
African Meeting House, Museum of African American History	 $17,115	 $1,711	 $8,496
Sylvester Manor, Fiske Center Endowment	 $81,714		  $49,350
Central Artery, Massachusetts Highway Department	 $69,331	 $6,591	 $2,698
Northeast Historical Archaeology, Journal ESS Funds	 $28,619	 $1,904	 $14,828
State Collections Assessment, ISTEA/MHC	 $18,676	 $1,867	 $13,000
Hassanmesit Woods, Town of Grafton	 $30,124		  $15,500
WEIR Historic Site Assessment, National Park Service	 $41,610	 $7,189	 $13,434
Barrett Farm Survey, Save Our Heritage	 $22,769	 $2,069	 $10,858
Icelandic Chiefdoms, National Science Foundation	 $33,870	 $6,172	 $4,694
Poplar Forest Palynology, The Corporation for Jefferson’s Poplar Forest	 $3,488		  $2,347
Newport Archaeobiology, Salve Regina, ESS Fund	 $1,400	 $125	 $350
Fort Vancouver Palynology, Washington University, ESS	 $4,800	 $432	
Higginbotham House Survey, Museum of African American History	 $13,665	 $1,243	 $8,736
Two-Year Total for FY07 and FY08	 $401,609	 $30,653	 $165,569


